MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 8th April 2025 
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	Cllrs Stephenson (Chair), J Thorne, A Curtis, V Godden, T Robinson & I McCord, residents Ms L Williams,  Mr L Coleman. Mrs H Wedderburn representing YGRC & representatives from Solar2 – Ms Heward, J Moisey & R Morgan.
Apologies for Absence: Cllr J Hill
COUNCIL MATTERS 
Declaration of Interest: Cllr McCord declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Agenda item 8.1 i)
Valid Nominations for the Council:  The following had been validly nominated for election as a Parish Councillor for Yardley Gobion Parish Council: L D Coleman,  V L Godden,  I A McCord,  C Robinson,  T Robinson,  L F Stephenson,  J-A Taylor & S Wilkinson-Hargate.
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 4.3.25 were approved by all Councillors and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 6.40pm, Closed 7.15pm.  Notes attached.
Mrs Wedderburn leaves 6.45pm
Cllr McCord leaves 7.15pm.

Representatives from Solar2 leave 7.15pm

Community Items: Nothing to report.
New Projects: Nothing further to report.
PLANNING MATTERS
Applications received: 
2025/1145/FULL – Building on land off Moorend Road.  Barn/store (retrospective).  Cllrs had ‘no objections’ to this application.

Applications approved: None.
Applications refused: None.
Other Planning: Application by Affinity Water and Severn Trent for an Order granting

Development Consent for the Grand Union Canal Transfer project.  Noted.

Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT: 
Clerk’s salary March 25 = £585.84 (paid online).
PAYE Tax = £164.40 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £41.75 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband adjustment = £2.83 (paid by direct debit)
Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – March 25 = £50.00 (001669).

Yardley Gobion Village Hall  – room hire - £10.00 (paid online)
LC Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – mowing contract - £460.00 + £92 VAT = £552.00 (paid online)
Lloyds Bank Account fee - £6.93

Gingerprint Ltd – Printing & supply of recruitment flyers - £60.00 + £12.00 = £72.00 (paid online)
E.on Energy Solutions Ltd – lighting maintenance - £170.00 + £34.00 VAT = £204.00 (paid online)
Marcus Young Environmental Services Ltd – dog bin service - £225.00 + £45.00 VAT = £270.00 (paid online)
Northants CALC – Membership, internal audit & data protection officer fee - £886.75 + £61.20 VAT = £947.95 (paid online)
Proposed by Cllr Stephenson and seconded by Cllr Robinson.  All in favour.
Payments Received:

Lloyds Bank interest = £34.96
OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds Current - £3,626.90 (1.4.25) Lloyds Deposit - £45,607.69 (1.4.25)
Coffee Pot field lease. Stonegate’s Estates Project Manager had offered a 10-year lease with a break clause for both parties at 5 years, which Councillors had agreed.  A new Project Manager had been appointed, and he promised to bring the matter to a speedy conclusion, but nothing further had been heard, despite regular emails from the Clerk.  Cllr Godden proposed that the PC’s solicitors be instructed to deal to bring the matter to a speedy conclusion.  Seconded by Cllr Thorne.
Request from Yardley Gobion Recreation Centre for Council to consider a grant towards the cutting of hedges around School Lane playing field.  After discussion Cllr Stephenson proposed a grant of £500 towards the cost of cutting the hedges.  Seconded by Cllr Robinson.  All in favour.
Authority to review & pay Zurich Insurance for PC Insurance at May meeting up to £1,000.  The Insurance was due on 1st June, and the revised quotation was yet to be received.  Proposed by Cllr Stephenson and seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.
Authority to pay 50% (up to £2,000) of cost of new Hawthorn trees when invoice received.  The suppliers had indicated the amount due would be £919.92.  Proposed by Cllr Stephenson and seconded by Cllr Thorne.  All in favour.
Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – Nothing to report.
Village Trees – See above.

Allotments – Cllr Robinson had visited and inspected the allotments and advised most allotments were looking very good, with a lot of work taking place.  However, the condition of nos 6, 14, 15, 23 & 31 was giving cause for concern and they would be monitored.  
Recreation Centre – The Recreation Centre’s new Steward and Committee had been settling in and working through a number of projects.  
Village Hall – A new booking clerk had taken over from 7th April.
Playing fields – nothing to report.
Highways – nothing to report.
Mowing – Cllr Thorne reported that the village looked ‘remarkably pleasant’ after the first cut of the season.  The contractor was to be reminded to deal with the additional small area behind nos 53/55 Hesketh Road.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 
6th May 2025 – 7.15pm Yardley Gobion Village Hall

i)  Annual Meeting of the Council

ii) Parish Council Meeting

Meeting closed 7.40pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Mrs Wedderburn outlined details of the request from Yardley Gobion Recreation Centre for assistance with the cost of cutting the hedge around School Lane Playing Field.

Cllr McCord as Ward Councillor advised that the DHL appeal had been allowed and planning was relatively quiet.
Representatives from Solar2 advised the major concerns of the residents who attended the 2 village presentations were effect on traffic,  the impact on the rural environment,  the effect on the footpaths that cross the area and food security if agricultural land is developed. 


	


